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one pound or more in twenty, their usage being to " throw
the wool upon wet stones whereby it impregnates the water,
and they bring it home full weight " : in the case of spinners,
" their method of fraud is by holding the yarn over a boiling
pot, whereby the steam impregnates with the yarn, and the
clothier loses half a pound in six pounds : with respect to the
weavers, they can keep back five or six pounds of yarn—
which, if Spanish, is worth 43. 6d. or 53. a pound—out of
every piece of cloth containing 30 ells and weighing 60 Ibs.,
and which fraud cannot be discovered as the cloths are always
brought home wet " *. The Act of 1774, one of a long series,
endeavoured to check these practices 2. One reason for the
prevalence of embezzlement is to be found in the low wages
paid by the clothiers. Those who with difficulty kept body
and soul together by working excessively long hours, spinning
wool or weaving cloth, were tempted to eke out their miser-
able pittance by methods to which they may often have
been driven by sheer pressure of want. An Act of Parliament
passed in 1512, * against the deceitful making of woollen
cloth ', contained a clause forbidding clothiers to pay truck
wages 3; and some clothiers, at any rate, recognized the
connexion between embezzlement and low wages when they
opposed laws against embezzlement unless accompanied by
provisions for a fair wage. Fraudulent practices were also
doubtless encouraged by the disputes between employers and
workmen over the length of the warping bars and the un-
certainty of the weights by which yarn and other materials
were delivered out 4. Embezzlement was common in many
other industries : linen, cotton, iron, watch-making, boot-
making, glove-making and tailoring 5. In the hosiery trade
there were at one period more than a hundred and twenty
1 A clothier in 1803 stated that ten shillings' worth of material was
embezzled upon every cloth : Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii, 344.
8 Statutes at Large, viii. 342.
8 Statutes, iii. 28. There was another Act in 1610 : ibid. iv. part ii,
1164.
4	The Act of 1726 fixed the size of the warping bars, and ordered the
weight of wool to be at the rate of 16 oz. to the pound :   Statutes at Large,
v. 448.
5	Statutes, viii. 220 ;  Statutes at Large, v. 329 ;  vi. 137 ; House of Com-
mons Journals, xxvi. 878.

